Minor errors occur; pseudocholinesterase used in Chapter I is later corrected to plasma cholinesterase but one would have to question tubocurarine in standard doses being longer acting than pancuronium and the use of althesin 600-700 ml for induction of anaesthesia.
Overall an excellent introduction to obstetric anaesthesia for trainee anaesthetist as well as obstetrician and a major step forward in improving understanding between the two disciplines. I applaud the author's concern for the dangers of general anaesthesia and support his emphasis on the need to increase epidurals as an alternative.
W A W McGOWAN

Consultant Anaesthetist Route Hospital. Ballymoney
One Child (Clinics in Developmental Medicine No. 80) J Apley & C Ounsted (ed) pp 189 £11.00 London: Spastics International Medical Publications 1982 For any 'one child', his uniqueness as an individual, his life experiences and his reactions to them arise from the interplay of innumerable influences stemming from heredity and his total environment. Recognition of this principle has prompted the collection of essays presented in 'One Child'. Each of the twelve chapters is written by an author with a long experience in some aspect of child health, and together they cover a wide range of topics. The opening essay discusses the components of sickness and is followed by chapters on family interaction and its influence on behaviour and health. There are meticulously researched and recorded studies on the effect of birth size on growth and development, on critical periods in brain development particularly relevant to the epilepsies, and on disorders of speech development. Other essays illustrate the concept of 'One Child' as applied to approaches to care of different groups of children -the gifted, the handicapped, those with epilepsy and those attending outpatient departments. Each essay can be read as an entity in itself, full of interest and instruction, and in some instances, revealing delightful glimpses into the history of the author. But the full impact of the purpose of the editors in assembling this anthology is achieved by the basic theme running through and linking each contribution -the understanding of the child within the wide terms of family and social environment -and by the challenge this presents, not only to those seeing the child with his illness, but to those whose primary concern is to prevent such predicaments occurring at all. All the authors are from North America and their language and approach reflect this, as do the clinical practices described. The first third of the book deals with the provision, function, storage and use of granulocytes for transfusion. There follow papers on donor effects and recruitment, platelet provision, crossmatching and storage, leukapheresis in leukaemias and organ allografting, red cell exchange in thalassaemia and sickle cell disease, and plasma exchange in autoimmune diseases and preceding bone marrow transplantation.
The contributions vary in-length, scope and depth, some being reviews and other preliminary observations, causing some imbalance and omissions. Thus no mention is made of red cellplasma exchange for erythrocytosis nor of plasma exchange for obtaining specific immunoglobulins from immunized donors. Hypervsicosity syndromes are covered in 10 lines, while plasma exchange in preventing haemolytic disease of the newborn receives only a single line compared with over 20 pages devoted to its role in myasthenia gravis.
The book is rather unattractively produced in typescript with no photographs except some postage stamp sized X-rays. There are a small number of line drawings, and several graphs and tables, but the uniformity of the type sometimes makes both them and the text appear to merge. The index is very poor.
Nevertheless, the book contains much of interest and although the 2i year interval before its appearance is regrettable in a rapidly changing field, it should be available to those involved in blood transfusion, haematology and the management of autoimmune disorders. Writing or editing a scientific book is' beset with the problem of the time taken for publication. This is especially true for any discipline which has been exposed to the technology of molecular genetics. Rapid advances make topicality virtually impossible and it becomes increasingly necessary
